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CLAIMS 

1 . A portable power source for starting engine-driven equipment having a starter motor, 
the portable power source comprising: 

an electrochemical power supply; 

a housing substantially enclosing the electrochemical power supply; 

a switch electrically connected to the electrochemical power supply and 
having an ON position with a fixed contact, and a START position with a momentary 
contact; and 

a connector electrically connected to the switch and operable to be electrically 
connected to the starter motor. 

2. The portable power source of claim 1, wherein the switch is connected to the housing, 
and includes a dial to manually rotate the switch between the ON position and the START 
position. 

3. . The portable power source of claim 1, wheriein the switch is connected to the housing, 
and includes a toggle portion to manually actuate the switch to the START position. 

4. The portable power source of claim 1, wherein the fixed contact is adapted to connect 
the electrochemical power supply as a source of power for a direct current-powered device. 

5. The portable power source of claim 1, wherein the momentary contact is adapted to 
connect the electrochemical power supply as a source of power to start the engine. 
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6. The portable power source of claim 1 , wherein the connector further comprises one or 
more keyed terminals electrically connected to the switch. 

7. The portable power source of claim 1 , wherein the connector further comprises a first 
positive terminal, a second positive terminal, and a ground terminal. 

8. The portable power source of claim 7, wherein the first positive terminal and the 
ground terminal are coupled to the engine-driven equipment when the switch is in the ON 
position. 

9. The portable power source of claim 7, wherein the second positive terminal and the 
ground terminal are coupled to the engine-driven equipment when the switch is in the 
START position. 

10. The portable power source of claim 1, further comprising a charging input connector 
operable to receive at least one of alternating current and direct current to charge the 
electrochemical power supply. 

11. The portable power source of claim 1, further comprising a cable having one end 
adapted to be connected to the connector and another end adapted to be electrically connected 
to the starter motor. 

12. The portable power source of claim 1 1 , wherein the cable includes keyed recesses 
adapted to mate with one or more keyed terminals of the connector. 
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13. The portable power source of claim 1 , further comprising a power supply condition 
indicator. 

14. The portable power source of claim 1, further comprising an air compressor. 

15. The portable power source of claim 1 , further comprising an inverter and an output 
connector to supply alternating current. 

16. The portable power source of claim 1, further comprising an integrated light. 

17. The portable power source of claim 1, wherein the electrochemical power supply 
includes at least one of a battery and a fuel cell. 

18. A system for starting engine-driven equipment having a starter motor, the system 
comprising: 

a portable power source, including 

an electrochemical power supply; 

a switch having a START position with a momentary contact; 

a cable adapted to be electrically connected to the portable power source; 

a connector coupled to the engine-driven equipment, electrically connected to 
the starter motor, and operable to be connected to the cable; and 

wherein actuation of the switch to the START position electrically connects 
the electrochemical power supply to the starter motor. 

19. The system of claim 18, further comprising: 
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a housing; 

wherein the switch is connected to the housing; and 

wherein the switch includes an ON position with a fixed contact, and includes 
a toggle portion to manually actuate the switch to the START position. 

20. The system of claim 18, further comprising: 

a housing; 

wherein the switch is connected to the housing; and 

wherein the switch includes an ON position with a fixed contact, and includes 
a dial to manually rotate the switch between the ON position and the START position. 

21 . The system of claim 20, wherein the fixed contact is adapted to connect the 
electrochemical power supply as a source of power to an existing starting system. 

22. The system of claim 18, wherein the cable includes keyed recesses adapted to mate 
with one or more keyed terminals on the portable power source. 

23. The system of claim 18, wherein the connector further comprises a first positive 
terminal, a second positive terminal, and a ground terminal. 

24. The portable power source of claim 23, wherein the first positive terminal and the 
ground terminal are coupled to an existing starting system when the switch is in the ON 
position. 
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25. The portable power source of claim 23, wherein the second positive terminal and the 
ground terminal are coupled to the engine-driven equipment when the switch is in the 
START position. 

26. The system of claim 18, wherein different cables are connected to the portable power 
source such that one of either the START position or an ON position of the switch is enabled 
and the other of the START position and the ON position is disabled. 

27. The system of claim 18, wherein the momentary contact is adapted to connect the 
electrochemical power supply as a source of power to start the engine. 

28. The system of claim 18, further comprising a charging input connector operable to 
receive at least one of alternating current and direct current to charge the electrochemical 
power supply. 

29. The system of claim 18, further comprising a power supply condition indicator. 

30. The system of claim 18, further comprising an air compressor. 

3 1 . The system of claim 1 8, further comprising an inverter and an output connector to 
supply alternating current. 

32. The system of claim 18, further comprising an integrated light. 
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33. The system of claim 18, wherein the electrochemical power supply includes at least 
one of a battery and a fuel cell. 

34. A method of starting engine-driven equipment having a starter motor ,comprising: 

providing a portable power source having an electrochemical power supply 
and a momentary contact switch, and adapted to be used as a primary source 
of power; 

electrically connecting a cable to the portable power source; 
electrically connecting the cable to the starter motor; and 
actuating the momentary contact of the switch to electrically connect the 
electrochemical power supply to the starter motor. 

35. The method of claim 34, wherein the engine-driven equipment is provided with a 
quick-disconnect terminal adapted to be connected to the cable. 

36. The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

disconnecting the cable from the equipment after the engine has started. 

37. The method of claim 34, wherein electrically connecting the cable to the portable 
power source includes connecting the cable in one orientation corresponding to a keyed 
terminal configuration. 

38. The method of claim 34, wherein actuating the momentary contact of the switch 
enables a cable having terminals electrically coupled to a ground terminal and a positive 
terminal associated with the momentary contact. 
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